
 

 

Urban Flooding – Karachi 

Sit-Rep 1 (01-09-2017) 

1. Background-Situation/Updated Situation 
 

Large swathes of Karachi are 
underwater due to a prolonged period 
of rainfall that started on Wednesday 
night and still going on. Cars, 
motorcycles sank underwater and the 
bodies of dead animals floated 
through the streets. 
 

More than a dozen people and many 
sacrificial animals have been killed 
across the city in rain-related incidents 
since the start of the late monsoon spell. The total death toll in the city due to rains 
this week has risen past 40. 
 

Around 15 Army and Rangers contingents were called for help and they are providing 
support in evacuation from vulnerable areas. Navy is providing water pumps to drain 
several areas of the metropolis, and has also sent boats and divers to assist in rescue 
operations. A breach in Thaddo Dam led to a massive amount of water gushing out 
and flooding the outskirts of Karachi.  
 
According to data released by Pakistan Meteorological Department, 46mm of rain was 
recorded in Thatta district, 45mm in Benazirabad district, 35mm in Mirpurkhas district, 
32mm in Tharprkar district, and 13mm in Badin district. 
(The Express Tribune & The News 31-08-2017) 
 
70% of the water trapped roads are cleared and teams are still working to clear the 
rest.  Most affected area is district central of Karachi which had received 130 mm rain 
during last two days.  Low lying areas and people living near nallas (Sewage water 
canals) facing problem in removing water from their houses. 

 
2. Weather Forecast  

The strong monsoon weather system now lies over lower Sindh and adjoining 
Northern East Arabian sea.  Under its influence wide spread rain/thunderstorm with a 
number of moderate to heavy and few very heavy falls with strong with a strong gusty 
wind may continue in lower divisions of Sindh till 1st September 2017.  Heavy falls may 
generate urban flooding in vulnerable areas of lower Sindh.   
(Pakistan Metrological Department – warning issued on 31-08-2017 10:00 AM) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

3. Summary of Losses and Damages 
PDMA Sindh has issued the details of losses and damages which are as follows: 

District Sub Divisions 
affected 

No. of UCs 
Affected 

No. of deaths No. of persons 
Injured 

Houses 
Damaged 

East 1 - 1 - - 

West 6 2 8 3 16 

South 2 - 2 1 - 

Central 2 - 4 - - 

Malir - - - - - 

Korangi - - - - - 

Total 11 2 15 4 16 
(Source: PDMA Sindh 31-08-2017) 

 
4. PRC Response 

Urban Disaster Response Teams (UDRTs) were 
deployed in their respective districts right after the 
rains with storm. UDRTs saved two children from 
drowning in district central and helped the people 
stuck on the roads inundated.  
 
UDRTs visited different parts of the mega city and 
identified the most affected areas. Assessment is also 
started in some areas. A team consists of three staff 
members and six UDRT volunteers is supporting 
Pakistan Army and local government in evacuating 
people from a housing society expected to receive 
flash flooding. PRC Sindh is monitoring the situation 
and closely working with Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA) Sindh and district 
governments. Volunteers are on standby for any 
emergency or relief operation. 
 

5. Targeted Areas 
As the most affected area is Karachi district Central and it has following low lying settlements / 
Kachi abadies which might need immediate support: 
1. Gharibabad 
2. Lalookhet (settlement at Gujjar Nalla) 
3. Bangali Para  
4. Kachi Abadi in sector 15-B in North Karachi 
5. Naya Golimar 

 
6. Specified Objective / Planned activities 

Subject to detailed assessment. 
 

7. DM Activities (including Coordination and Partnerships)  

 Rescue and help to people trapped in high level of water on roads and streets. 

 Supported Evacuation of people from a housing society named Saadi Town. 

 Deployment of Urban Disaster Response Teams (UDRTs) in four districts. 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

8. Current Field Structure 
1. DM Manager 
2. Emergency Operation Centre –Officer 
3. RFL Manager 
4. UDRTs (60) 

 
9. Identified Needs 

People living in the above mentioned targeted areas needs support to have clean drinking 
water, food, utensils and personal hygiene kits for at least 1000 HHs.   
 

10. Critical Challenges / Constraints 
- It’s difficult to reach the most vulnerable families as stagnant water has cut off these areas 

from main roads. 
- Logistics support is also required for many UDRT Teams to work quickly. 

 
11. Recommendation  

No threat of Emergency Evacuation at the moment as the people are not migrated from their 
houses, they did go out for one night for keeping themselves safe, however they are back to 
their places and engaged in cleaning of their houses. No family in living under open sky OR 
without shelter.  However in order to avoid further damage, we may distribute some Plastic 
sheets and tents where necessary.  The Utensil sets and Hygiene kits may also be needed by 
them.  
For this, an assessment can be carried out in Kachi Abadies to identify the most vulnerable 
families in the water trapped areas.   
 
 
Prepared by: 
Muhammad Sajjad 
Provincial DM Manager 


