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A SUCCESS STORY

This is due to sea intrusion, scarcity of fresh water, rising
temperature, frequent floods, cyclones that inundate and
wash away whatever vegetation may have started to grow.
Similarly, arise in sea levels and the reduction of fresh water
flow and its associated silt deposit has affected the mangrove
forest onthe Badin coastline.

Hitherto in District Badin, 90 families out of 264 selected
beneficiaries have purchased alternative livelihood of livestock
and started to grow their own vegetables in kitchen gardening
with the assistance provided by Pakistan Red Crescent (PRC)
under Integrated Rural Food Security {IRFS) Project for
poor families.

The IRFS Project is being implemented by PRC Sindh Provincial
Branch and German Red Cross (GRC) in 22 villages of Thatta
and Badin Districts with an aim to improve the food security,
resilient of the communities in Sindh and the effect of climate
change. The project is funded by the German Federal Economic
Cooperationand Development.

Bashir Ahmed Mallah, 33-year man lives in Haji Soomar Mallah
village in Badin District. Bashir and his wife have two
daughters, both less than 5 years of age. He as a farmer
(sharecropper), cultivates 2 - acre land only in kharif
(May -October) season. He does not get good yield from his farm
due to shortage of irrigation water and climate change.
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After comprehensive assessment the PRC-Sindh has selected
him as a beneficiary for IRFS Project and provided him Rs.
40,000, conditional cash grant for alternative livelihood on
his on chaice of livestock, training of Community Livestock
Extension Worker (CLEW) including livestock clinic kit and
awareness regarding kitchen gardening.

*“It was very difficult to run domestic
house expenses from agriculture
income alone” - Bashir

He received 15 days extensive "community livestock extension
workers" training organized at Sindh Agriculture University
(SAU), Tando Jam. Bashir said that he has started to serve his
community including nearby villages. He is providing
vaccination to livestock and also suggesting treatment of
minor illness and charging a nominal fee, "l have been regularly
in contact with the SAU trainers to get their expert advices"
he added. He further uttered that now he has three source of
income i.e. agriculture, livestock clinic and livestock (cow)
which he bought with the help of PRC cash grant. From livestock
clinic he is earning Rs. 4000/- monthly and Rs. 1800/- monthly
as well to sale one letter of cow milk. His family is also
consuming two litters of milk daily and gifting one litter to his
father as well.

Bashir said that apart from this, his family is using pesticide
and fertilizers to grow free vegetables from their own kitchen
gardening and saving at least Rs. 60/- daily.

"Now Al-Hamd-o-Lillah, | am able to fulfill the needs of my
family with dignity and happy to earn through own
capabilities and resources" said Bashir by expressed his
satisfaction.

He was very thankful to
Pakistan Red Crescent and
German Red Cross forf
providing him the opporf~
-tunity of learning about
alternative livelihood with
Cash Grant of Rs. 40,000/-
and enhanced his capacities
that improved his income
and also reduced expenses. a













